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Economic integration is presently 
being driven by digitalization

How can RCEP members harness this potential? Should it be a 
top-down or region wide approach? Or should individual 
countries take the initiative in what would be a bottom-up 
process?







Reference to help organize issues and a 
pathway to address them

Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (2021). 
Primer on Economic Integration Issues Posed 
by the Digital Economy. https://www.pecc.org/resources/digital-

economy/2705-pecc-signature-project-primer-on-economic-integration-issues-posed-by-
the-digital-economy/file







Framework for Analysis: Issues at the 
country level and regional level

ASEAN Japan Korea PRC Australia New Zealand RCEP

I. DIGITAL ECONOMY

Foundational Policy 

Issues 

a) Data Protection 

and Privacy

b) Cybersecurity 

c) Competition Policy 

d) Online Consumer 

Protection 



RCEP will be more relevant for 
“Digital trade”

RCEP provides a comprehensive Chapter on E-
Commerce intended to create a conducive environment 
for electronic transactions, promote cross border trade 
online, and foster cooperation and capacity building in 

the region



Cross-cutting issues for analysis: Both at 
the country level and regional level

ASEAN Japan Korea PRC Australia New Zealand GMS

III. CROSS 

CUTTING 

ISSUES

SpecificSectors

Digital Payments 

Enabling 

Financial 

Inclusion

Expanding 

Cross-Border 

Trade through E-

commerce

Promoting 

Sustainable 

Tourism through 

Online Travel



Cross-cutting issues for analysis: Both at 
the country level and regional level

ASEAN Japan Korea PRC Australia New 

Zealand
RCEP

III. CROSS CUTTING ISSUES

Specific Areas

Driving Inclusivity

Closing the Digital Divide

GreenDigitalizationand

Sustainability

Digitalizationof Businesses Big 

andSmall
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